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Jerusalem, ani the intabitants oft, is signified by 
Tigurative” expressions, yer. 1, 2 which occasions | 
howling among: the shepherds or rulers of Israel, on 
agcowat of whose cruelty anit covetousniess the wrath 
of God came upon them without mercy, ver. 5. 5, fe 
“but inasmuch as there were 2 remnant according to 
the election of grace among them, mamed the {lock of 
the slaughter, Christ i called pon to feed them; 
who undertakes it, and prepares for it, ver. 4, 7- but 
sing abbotted by the shepherds, whow he therefore 
Jonthed and cat off, he determines to leave the people 
to, uttor ruin and destruction, ver. 8, 9. and, ay a tolten 
it, brews the two stnves asunder he had took to 
feed thein with, ver. 10, 11, 14. and,as a0 instance of 
their ingratitude to bin}, sid which isa justifieat 
‘of his conduct towards them, notice is iaken of his 
Delng valued st and sold for thirty pieces of silver, ver, 
12, 13, but, iu the room of these shepherds cut off, it 
ix suggested that another should arise, who is de- 
scribed by bis folly, negligence, anil ertely, ver. 15, 
10, to whom woe is denounced, wer. 17. 

‘Vers, Open thy ioors, O Lebanon, &e.] By which 
thay’ be tnennt, either the temple of Jerusalem, whiclt 
Jas builtof the ceilaey of Lebanon; * the gates af which | 
‘are sid" to open of themselves forty years before 

he destruction of Jerusilein, when Joetanan ben 
Zaecai, who lived v¢ the same time, rebuked them, 
ray O temple, wpe, wherefore dont thou fright 
thyself? T know’ thine end is to be destroyed : for 
80 prophesied Zecharinh, the son of Tddo, concern- 

iy. tine, apen thy doors, O Lebanon.” So Lebanon, 
cl. 8.10, ia interpreted! of the sanctuary, both by the 
‘Tergiin suid by Jafehi; oF else it may 66 understood 
‘of Jeruiatem, and of the whole land of Juden, because 


Fisces fer their story 4 spoiled their power amd au 
Wiontys their riches and wealth their places OF hor 
our aud profits their offices, posts, aud enlaymients, 
whether sn civil or religious matters, ace taken from 
them, and-they-are deprived of thems @ noice of the 
roaring of young tons: ol princes; comparelte tena 
for their power, tyranny, aud silty: the Targum 
* ning is 88-thie roaring of young liaus:" for 
ep lace where lions and 
thelr 


if 

9fJordan is spoiled yn pli 
young. oues. resorted, as dJurcht cbservews ee 
thendie on Jer xlix. 19, Jordan is here put forthe 
‘whole tand of Sudea now wasted, and so its pride and 
| glory gone; as if the waters of Jordan were dried up, 
{he bode and glory ofthat, and which itsiewed when 
its waters swelled aud overflowed; heuce called ‘by 
Pliny* webitiones amnis, a dvaughty and ambitigue 


swelling river. 

Ver. 4, ‘Ther saith the Lord my God, &e) The 
‘Syriac version adds, to me; not the Prophet Zecha- 
viahy but the Messiah, who calla the Lord bis God, 
as be wastian and Mediator, Johnexx, 17. for whut 
follow are the words of God the Father to him, call. 
Fag’upon Inn, and jiving’ him a commission to feed 
the flock of the slavelter; meaning the peopleof the 
‘Jews in general, to whom Chirist was sout asa prophet, 
try of the 


to tac an oct hem Uy the i 
word s 80. feeding is inte mophesying, by the 
nd thee ae eld he fe ra 

h 


‘Targum and Jarehi 
slaughter, because of the erucl usage they tnt wi 
from their shepherds and owners, mentioned in the 
ext verso; and beewuse ‘they were appointed and 
ive up to ruin aud destruction of God, on account 


OF Kheie gins and transgressions; though ‘there was 9 
‘remnant among them, wlittle flock, afverwards in thin 


it War situated by its it was the bonler of it on the 
north side, | That the fire may devour thy cedars; of | 
‘Which the temple was built, and the houses of Jerusa- 
Jom, which were cousumet by fires unless the for- 
tresies of tho’ land are meant, So the Targam para 
Ditraxes it, ** and the fire shall conaunie your fortresses,” 
Ver.2, Hotel firtree? for the cedaris fallen, &e.] By 
Whicharodesigned the princes, nobles, aud magistrates 
ol the Jand; so the Targum iuterprets them of kings aud 
Princes; see Nabi. ii, Ge Baek, xxxic 3: Becmise all the 
mighty are spoiled; which is anexplanation of the figara- 
Hive expressions in the former clause, and in the follow= 
nd designs rich men, as the ‘Targum pariphrases 
it,Whoat this ime would be spoiled of their wealth aad 
fubstance. “Howl, O ye oaks of Bashan; which the 
‘Targum interprets of governors of provineew, and men 
of powervand authority are doubtless intended: see 
ss, 61.18% Amos ti, 0: for the forest of the eintae is 
come down ; or rather, the fortifed forest: weaning the 
‘ily of Jerusalem, which was fortified place, and like 
a forest full of ttees, for number of iuhabitants, but 
‘ow cut dowwa and destroyed; see Isa. «16, 17, 18,19. 
Nee 3, hace awit of the howling ofthe shen. 
horde, C-] Which may be understood either of | 


cchinpter: called the poor of the flock, who were the 
special care of Christ, and. were fed. by: him ina spi 
Fitual manner; and may go by this namo, because ex- 
posed to the eruolties of men, and ate accounted ax 
steep for the slaughter, Nom. vii. 96, these Christ was 
called upon by his Father in the council of peace to 
take care of, which lie did: and jn the everlasting co- 
venant of grace he greed to feed them; and in the 
fisluess of time be wax sent to. the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel, who were as sheep without x shep- 
herd ; and he fed them with inowledge and with 
anderstanding. 

‘Ver. b. I howe posters say them. ond hod thet 
selees not guilty, &e.] Not the Romans after Christ 
crmie, into whose hands they were delivered, and by 
‘whom they were slain in great numbers, not account 
ing it any’ sin to put them to death; but the priests, 
Scribes, Pharisces, and doctors; among theJews, who 
ruined ‘and destroyed their souls, by feeding them 
with poisonous doctrines; teaching. tiem the com- 
mandments-of men,and to observe the traditions of 
the elders; anil to seek for life and salvation by the 
works of the Inw, which was a ministration of con- 
demppation and death to thems sail yet thonght they 


seit ules among the Jews, whonow lose their hoaoar 
and their riches: and 49 the Targum, Jarchi, and Aben 
Kara, interpret it_of kings; or of the ecclesiastical 
volerl, the elders of the people, the Scribes and Pha- 


‘lid God_and the souts of men good service: ant the 
at zeitthem 48 false teachers make merchandise 

the souls of men say, Blessed be the Lard, for Tom 
rich ; having devoured widows’ houses and substances, 
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